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Mythological Aspects in Ibrahim al- Koni's The Scven Veils of Scth

-Abstract

The aim of the paper is to explore the Libyan indigenous nomadic tribe. the Tuaress

: und their change in their lifestyle due 10 modernization. Ibrahim al-Koni. the world renowmed

Assbic novelist porrays the tension between nomadic and sedentary life in his novel Tre
Beven Veils wf Setis.

The Tuarcgs are found in the Saharan region of North Africa. They are Bedouins who
frocp ravelling from one place to another in search of their paradise. In this novel. throush
e character 1san, the author encourages nomadic life and shows that he is against sedentary
‘!'i’fc:a. It is brought out through the use of mythology and the famous Egvptian mythological

character Seth, god of desert and confusion. The paper explores the ract of nomadism and the
conseguences of sedentary life in the Suhara.
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Bedouin Iy v ol e T 1
had the skill 1o SURVIVE I the desert and were very loyal to one

another. (Losleben §),

lbm\ﬁm al-Kont, the cminent Libyan writer and o Tuareg by birth usually depicts the
i pbmadic life of the Tuaregs in his works, Ag the Tuaregs are losing their traditional past by
abandoning nomadism and moves towards sedentary life due o colonization, Ibrahim al-Koni
depicts the importance of nomadism in 7he Seven Veils of Seth through the use of mythology.
Ibrahim al-Koni brings out the Ancient Egyptian god Seth, god of the desert to portray his

opposition towards sedentary life.

Seth also known as Set and Suetekh is the Egyptian god of desert, war, chaos and

storm. He is one of the first five gods created by the unification of Geb, the carth and Nut, the

- sky after the formation of the world. He is known for his evil nature as he slays his brother

- Osiris, the good god of agriculture to in order to seize the throne. He is the iniquitous brother

who ndt only murdered Osiris but also dismembered his body and scattered the parts of the
body in various places. “he came to be best known as the first murderer, who killed his older
Brothér Osiris to reign over the world and then tried to murder Osiris” son Horus™ (Mark).
Isan, the protagonist of the novel 7he Seven Veils of Seth, is a desert wandering seer
who extends his stay in the oasis. Isan is considered Seth himself in the novel who turns the
desert topsy-turvy to prove that nomadic is the right choice to lead a good life. “Al-Koni

creates in Isan a character that resembles the Egyptian god Seth in many respects” (El-Zein).

The first resemblance of the Egyptian god éclix and Isan, the protagonist of the novel
is their ugly appearance. Seth, also known as Set animal is portrayed as weird, strange and a
mystifying creature in the Egyptian art. He is portrayed as a red-haired beast and an
amalgamation of peculiar features. “Sometimes, he is shown having a canine body with a
curved snout, square ears, and forked tail, while at other times, he is portrayed as a human
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W the novel, sy is depicted as waly and also like Seth compared ¢ CCHain iy,
. ix belles of the deser, Tunreys
“d iy faturey, Isan has an cacounter with the six belles ol the ¢ ¢ gy
SSaally wegp val to cover their faces which is one ol their unique custom, By When i

he spring mersing himselr: enjoving it without (he veils. T hcu(‘s

g that his fyee resembles camel, cars resemble donkey ang his nosge {g

Trmen realizey how repulsive their faces are., they would nevey lake ey
Veils of Kt iy Worahing g1 Koni porte. ws the i nmpoll wee ol wearing veily througl, Seth,
H KN o

Uie desery 20d wary; B2 N0t 10 lose (e

Ny [\lu\\l\Ld age old culture,

The secang resemblance is g g1, ¢ Egvptian Seih is the svmbol ol ertility, e ;
drried 1o (he 2od of m..lm but ki

ad no children. It is said that he becanme wnlenile iy a fight,
IS0 said thyy OB¢ O his testicles is g RN O by Horus when Seth plucked one of

tle, just ke (e desert™ (Bora).

en Ieils of Seri, 1san makes the women of lln desert infertije, He
IDOJ\ hte \"rH’

u \\Lg e th CWomen d UTWS Wy daler,

! oday oasig dwellers, an aflliction g
(SRS 2 malady hyg aftected womey's bellies™ (Kon; 83). He poisons the oasis
water by his magical taleny which causes miscartiages. The Women beeame ntertile due to

1% o
iC ¢

pidemic. This ey lactof Isan is o Wam the people of'the desery ur’scdcmm'y life. At
S intentions of this act is not unde, #3t00d but it becomes clear whep (ho people stat
?gr;l-.hv: after this disaster. The diviper of the desert said, “lif inalangd Without water is
‘aster than itk in . iand where the water js polluted” (Kon; 220). This i one o

Cthe main
ons for the (it

B¢ 1o decide to follow p omadism rathey r‘ouo“;ng sedentary Jife, “What
would it do us to shake off lethurey's dust and to uy living a5 lomads again?” (Koni
arm @ :
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esert™ He is not only (e 200 0f s 0 1 “Lord of e
A © & : Nertbut alyo i
| “Onomadic fite, e 1
don't have a fived place, The Twa | Voo M
' reRs believe (a1 ’
ntndmadisn
B o e vhelps them 1o seareh for thejy
. \ J b 1
CY travel 1o 1ing the purpoge of their life, *“We're nomnds, |
not because we search " e
! ! VLo pasture in o
pasture in arid lands; we migrate (o seareh lor ourselves” (Kopj
L12). They also belj N
2). Y also believe that sedentary 1 :
g | i sedentary life iy lethargy which means death, Ultimately they
\\ Y Meve o an N
don’t believe o Recept sedenty life, “Yeg Pl never be
¥ ite S btbnever be ashamed (o repeat that sedentary

people are really dead even while al: ;
ally d even while alive and that nomads live on even il'they perish” (Koni

112).

Tuaregs are known for nomadism and freedom but due (o nunh':mimninn the Jifestyle
Cli:lllgcd. In Zhe Seven Veils of Seth, the tribe settles in the desert and they lace the
’;:unscqucnccs and realize that they could attain deliverance only through their traditional
?m'umdic litestyle.

3l Nomadic people, who never stay anywhere or settle down on the carth, own
nothing to provoke the carth or arouse its greed. They possess nothing: no
gear, no walls, no bodies, not even dreams. All they possess is their voyage,
nothing more. They possess a single riddle, over which the carth holds no
sway and for which the lowlands can offer no explanation. This is deliverance
(Koni 60, 61).

i Seth being the god of the nomadic tribes believes that deliverance is through nomadism and |

- éées evil acts in order to encourage the tradition. In the novel, the tribe starts believing that

omadism is happiness after the spring being poisoned. “Indeed, any man who HERHEHEED

o{‘ws forever lost his mind and his way. The men of that age were nomadic and S
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Arportanece of nomadre <

‘e
is known as the “storm gog»
: *e the seth 1s known ¢ :
Uhe tourth and the important resemblance is that et
e tourth ang {
» destroved his brother and created chaog
“eod of chaos™ and “destroyer™. In Eoyptian myth he destro)
“Od of chaos™ ¢ < A . 0

cated confusion. He js the
_ - the novel created confi
and confusion amone the people. Likewise. Isan in the noy cl H - ,

LR

Not onlv that, he creates a storm and scatters
feason for miscarriages of women in the desert. Ne |
>m and the demonic wind carried them into

“yeryone in the desert. “The tempest separated them ¢
iy . ' ation. rere forced to travel long
e air after breaking up their terrestrial congregation. They we _
PP P e - O T - created it in order to save the ;fool, of
sistaneesto tind one another again™ (Koni 289). He created it in ord
h B y - N 1 | I - ke yen § ey v ‘lh‘jbol.
1 desen. So many were found dead but they couldn’t find the race of the

“This incident again proves the resemblance of the characteristic of Seth and Isan. Seih
's portraved as evj] god but he was good once. It is said that he stood for his people and
estowedloie tpon them. Likewise, though: Isan is portrayed us evil, he brings out his

£oodness oyt of evil. He reveuals the significance ol'nomadic life out of his evii deeds, “Al-

Keni's skill in Fe-narrating the myth of Seil i the character of Isan ljes not in his fusion of

“vihs, but rather i using these myths to dramatize the values of nomadic versus settled life

(ein):

U The Seven Veils of Seih, the Tuarcys stare 1o scutle down due o the impact of

srodernization, They thought thay they could 1ind huppiness in sedentary life. Byt at a point

\x started 1o feel suffocated. “He could feel the bang tighten around his neck gg if it were a
}’;i\"t}mn. H;: began 1o reel he was being strangled” (Konj | 16). This s_vnilbolically represents
'.“ii;;-ié.:oﬁséqllcncc ol'sedentary life. Thus the author ll;mugh the character Isan created disorder
_Zfﬁ'fl chzu"{.é i'o bring ou( the goodness u!‘lﬁs age old wradition, 1q is better to stick on to what is

‘Lt for cach individual, choose what is best and not to decide or make choices in an impulse

i later face the consequences,
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